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CONSUMER REGISTER lists summaries of major consumer proposals before Federal agen- 
cies. If you wish to submit written comments, include your name & address, state the name 
& Federal Register citation of the proposal on which you are commenting and explain your 
views briefly & clearly. Although comments should reach agencies by the deadline, some 
agencies will consider comments received a few days late. When in doubt about your com- 
ments reaching Washington by the deadline, mail them anyway. 


Sealed cans 


Agriculture Dept. is allowing the use of boiling water 
to disinfect airtight cans of meat & poultry products that 
have been exposed to polluted water. 


Until Dec. 14, 1973, when the amendment went into 
effect, only chemical disinfectants could be used to disin- 
fect the cans. However, chemicals tended to cause more 
rust accumulation on the cans than boiling water; Agricul- 
ture says boiling water is a safe substitute. 


Under normal handling circumstances, there is little 
danger of contamination from the surfaces of the sealed 
cans. However, when flood waters back up into warehouses 
& cover the cans, there is a possibility that the dried resi- 
due from the polluted water might remain in the ridges of 
the can lids. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 14, 1973, page 34455. 


NOW 


Consumers who live in Massachusetts & New Hamp- 
shire may now write checks on their savings accounts & 
still draw interest on these accounts if their savings insti- 
tution has adopted the NOW account program. 


NOW (negotiable orders of withdrawal) accounts have 
been used by consumers at state chartered mutual savings 
banks in Massachusetts & New Hampshire since 1972. 
Now, all banks & savings & loan associations in the 2 
states—including those with membership in Federal Re- 
serve System (FRS), Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 
(FDIC) & Federal Home Loan Bank Board (FHLBB)— 
may offer this service. (Although all banks in the 2 states 
are permitted to offer their customers this service, some 
banks may decide not to participate in the program.) 


Here are some of the highlights of the new regulation: 

@ Only individuals & some nonprofit institutions may 
have NOW accounts; 

@ Banks may not at this time pay more than 5% 
interest on these accounts (until Jan. 1, institutions in 
Massachusetts offered 5.25% interest) ; 

@ Banks may impose a service charge for handling 
NOW accounts; 

@ Federal credit unions are not permitted to offer 
NOW accounts; 

@ Federal Reserve member banks must limit the num- 
ber of withdrawals to 150 a year; 

@ Banks may not solicit funds from outside Massa- 
chusetts & New Hampshire; they are expected to direct 
their advertising to residents of those states. However, 
residents of other states are not excluded from using the 
accounts. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec, 14, 1978, page 34456 (3 
documents). CONSUMER NEWs: June 15, 1973. 


Prescription drugs 


Food & Drug Adminstration (FDA) has added pre- 
scription cough, cold & allergy medicines to the list of 
drugs that may remain on the market until more studies 
are completed on labeling guidelines. 


Many cough & cold remedies are sold without pre- 
scription (over the counter), & a number of prescription 
drugs contain the same ingredients as the over-the-counter 
medicines. Therefore, FDA has concluded it is premature 
to adopt guidelines on labeling prescription drugs when 
the results of the over-the-counter (OTC) review are sub- 
ject to change. A consistent policy for both prescription & 


OTC drugs must wait for the OTC panel to present its 
report. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 14, 1973, page 34482. 


Cribs 


As of Feb. 1, & for 2 years thereafter, all full-size 
baby cribs shipped in interstate commerce must carry 
labels notifying consumers that they conform to Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s (CPSC) new safety stand- 
ards for cribs. 


The safety standards, which are also effective Feb. 1, 


are designed to protect babies from strangulation, suffo- 
cation & falls. 


Three comments were received in response to CPSC’s 
labeling proposal. Some of the main points were: 

@ American Academy of Pediatrics felt that the 2- 
year labeling period was inadequate time for noncomply- 
ing cribs to clear the market. (CPSC feels enough time 
has been allowed but said it would re-evaluate the situation 
later.) 

@ Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association sug- 
gested eliminating safety labeling on crib cartons because 
cribs are usually displayed out of cartons. (CPSC feels 
regulation is necessary so that consumers can distinguish 
cartons containing cribs that conform to the safety stand- 
ards from those containing noncomplying cribs.) 

@ Association of General Merchandise Chains asked 
that retailers be allowed to sell existing unlabeled cribs 
that were manufactured before Feb. 1. (CPSC says that 
since only those cribs introduced into interstate commerce 
on or after Feb. 1 must comply with the regulations, a 
change is not necessary.) 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 28, 1973, page 35454; 
Dec. 4, 1973, page 33405; Nov. 21, 1973, page 32129. Con- 
SUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1. CONSUMER NEWS: March 15, 
1973. 


Frozen carrots 


Agriculture Dept. has revised its voluntary standard 
for processors of frozen carrots in the U.S. Grade A size 





& shape classification—whole, halved & quartered styles. 
The standards becomes effective Feb. 28. 


The standard permits the largest carrot to be twice 
as wide as the smallest carrot in the package. Previous 
standard permitted the largest to be 50% wider than the 
smallest. 


Agriculture received only one comment opposing the 
original proposal: It expressed concern that with a 100% 
variation in diameter of carrots, normal cooking time 
might cause the small carrots to be mushy & the large 
ones undercooked. Agriculture says since Grade A carrots 
are usually quite small anyway, “eating quality” of the 
larger & smaller carrots in a package will not be notice- 
ably affected. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 17, page 2097; Sept. 10, 
1973, page 23654. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 1, 1973. 


Nursing homes 


Health, Education & Welfare Dept. (HEW) has issued 
final regulations for the inspection & certification, of 
“skilled” nursing homes that receive Federal funds through 


Medicare & Medicaid programs. Regulations will go into 
effect Feb. 19. 


A “skilled” nursing home is staffed to make round-the- 


clock nursing services available to residents sick enough to 
require them. 


Nursing home regulations were proposed on July 1, 
1973. Some of the comments on the proposed regulations 
resulted in important changes that are part of the final 
regulations: 


®@ Doctor visits will be related more closely to patient 
need; 
@ Daily rounds by nurse in charge will be required; 
@® Qualifications & in-service training of nursing staff 
will be upgraded. 


The regulations also specify time limits for nursing 
homes to correct deficiencies & comply with the new regu- 
lations. 


In further response to public comments, HEW will 
propose other amendments to the skilled nursing home 
regulations. Consumers & others will be invited to com- 
ment on recommendations to include requirements (1) for 
a medical director or organized medical staff for the nurs- 
ing home; (2) for 7-day registered nurse services; (3) for 


a discharge planning program; (4) for a patients’ “bill of 
rights.” 


About 7,000 skilled nursing facilities with 500,000 
available beds are affected by this regulation. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 17, page 2237. Also see 
CONSUMER News: April 1, 1972. 


Intermediate care facilities 


Health, Education & Welfare Dept. (HEW) has 
adopted standards for intermediate care facilities (IMFs) 
participating in the Medicaid program. The standards will 


go into effect Mar. 18. IMFs are institutions for persons 
who need more than custodial care (including the mentally 


retarded) but do not require all the services offered in 
skilled nursing homes. 


This regulation affects 8,500 IMFs having 375,000 
available beds. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 17, page 2219. 


Fishy names (cont.) 


CONSUMER REGISTER Reported on Jan. 15 a deadline 
of Feb. 15 for comments on National Oceanic & Atmos- 
pheric Administration’s (NOAA) proposal to regulate 
the naming of fish, NOAA has extended that deadline to 
March 29 to give consumers & others more time to com- 
ment. Details—Federal Register: Jan. 25, p. 3301. 


Instant glue 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) wants 
consumer comments on safety aspects of cyanoacrylate- 
based adhesives, This glue works very fast & is capable 
of gluing skin to skin. 


Last month CPSC asked distributors to recall 10 
brands of instant glue because labels did not carry ade- 
quate warning that the glue could cause eye irritation. 
After relabeling, CPSC will permit the glue to be put 
back on the market. CPSC is concerned, however, about 
other safety factors in using the glue, For this reason, the 
agency seeks the views of consumers & others. 


Persons interested in attending the hearing should 
write or call Don Early, Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission, Washington, DC 20207; phone 301-496-7197. The 
hearing will be at 10 a.m. Feb. 27 at the Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission, 1750 K Street, NW, Washington, 
DC. Written comments are due Feb. 20. Send comments 
to Sadye E. Dunn, Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
1750 K Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 24, page 2796. CONSUMER 
NEws: Jan. 15. 


Also noteworthy 


LASER PRODUCTS—Food & Drug _ Administration 
(FDA) is proposing safety standards to protect con- 
sumers from unnecessary exposure to radiation from 
laser products. Deadline for comments is Feb. 8. 
Details—Federal Register: Dec. 10, 1973, p. 34083. 

OYSTERS, CLAMS & MUSSELS—Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration (FDA) has drafted Proposed Current Good 
Manufacturing Practices regulations for fresh & 
frozen oysters, clams & mussels. Comments due Feb. 
11. Details—Federal Register: Dec. 13, 1973, p. 34353. 

PESTICIDES—Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
has approved tolerance levels for residues of the 
insecticide O, S-Dimethyl Phosphora-midothioate for 
specific agricultural products. Details—Federal Regis- 
ter: Dec. 27, 1973, p. 35314. 


This listing is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items deemed of par- 
ticular interest te consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or au- 
thorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of the Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of 
the Federal Register, National Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration, Washington, 
DC. Subscriptions cost $5 a month or $45 a year & may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Govern- 
ment Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The superintendent also sells individual copies of Federal Register 
for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register usually are available in public, college & university libraries, 
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